Shop At My Local. 
16/07/2010


FAO Jenny House. Economic Development Officer. Rochford District Council.

Dear Jenny.
Great to speak to you earlier and on behalf of the judges I would like to reiterate their thanks for the time and effort you put into applying for the Enterprising  Britain competition and for the presentation last Friday.

The judges thought that your project was superb and really had the 'wow' factor. They asked me to impress upon you how much they enjoyed your presentation saying it had "fantastic energy" and "your passion for Shop at My Local and your achievements shone through".  They were also hugely impressed with the way that you are clearly thinking well ahead and have a detailed vision for the future with plans for a snack bar, the Big Lunch in 2011 and plans to sell project packs.

The judges said that considering Shop at My Local  only launched in 2009, the achievements are incredible and progress is impressive.  They said "this is an excellent example of a local initiative promoting pride in the community which embraces and empowers all age groups."

I am therefore delighted to announce that the judges have agreed that Shop at My Local is the winner of the regional competition and should progress to the national competition.

Going forward we will submit your application form to the national judges along with a letter of recommendation. As discussed earlier, to support the application and to ensure that we present the project in the best possible light, I will send to you by separate email a few points for clarification that arose from the judges' discussion. If you could come back by email to myself and Simon as soon as possible, we would be very grateful.

I shall be on leave next week but we will be in touch about next steps towards the national competition

Kind regards and congratulations once again!

Helen Samuel
Internal Communications Executive
East of England Development Agency 
t: 01223 231210 switch: 01223 713900 ext 540 
e: HelenSamuel@eeda.org.uk
w: www.eeda.org.uk 
Victory House, Vision Park, Chivers Way, Histon, Cambridgeshire CB24 9ZR
From: Jennifer House
Sent: 19 July 2010 18:02
 Subject: FW: Shop at My Local / Enterprising Britain competition

Hello All,

Most of you will probably be aware now that Shop at My Local has won the regional (east of England) Enterprising Britain Award 2010.  This is an amazing achievement and one which we can be justifiably proud of.  Congratulations all!!

Enterprising Britain is a national competition to find the most enterprising place in the UK – a location where enterprise is creating jobs and transforming communities. This is an award that celebrates local success. Whether through social cohesion, start-up business support, enterprise skills or championing enterprise in the community, the Enterprising Britain competition recognises and rewards local organisations that have worked together to drive the social and economic transformation of a place.

Enterprising Britain is now in its sixth year and is a key part of the Government’s drive to increase entrepreneurial activity in the UK.
Enterprise UK runs the competition on behalf of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) in partnership with the Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) and Devolved Administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

http://www.enterpriseuk.org/get_involved/enterprising_britain

This is a major achievement and great recognition for SAML and all the people (colleagues and partners) who have worked so hard to make it a success.  Below is the confirmation email they sent me.  You can see just how positive they are about SAML - they said we had the "wow" factor and stood apart from all the other finalists.

I just want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your hard work and input without which we wouldn't have been able to achieve such success.  Its not exactly been easy!  It's taken commitment, determination and hard work from a number of people.  I hope that winning this regional award rewards you in some way for the time you have put in and helps to energise us all for our second year running SAML.

I know we haven't had a meeting for a while but I will ask Claire to arrange something shortly so you can all be updated with what we have achieved over the past few months.  We will also pin down some of the activities and developments for the future.

I'll keep you all posted on progress.  
Thanks again, Jenny

Jenny House 
Economic Development Officer 
Corporate Policy and Partnerships 
Rochford District Council 
Council Offices 
South Street 
Rochford 
Essex, SS4 1BW 
Tel: 01702 318195 

