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11 October, 2007
Minutes of Regular Meeting of Hockley Chamber of Trade on Tuesday 9th October, 2007.
We welcomed several new Members, Roger Walker from Portfolio Property Management, Michael Mather from The Property Pod, Malcolm Sewell from Leisure Furnishing. Apologies from Steve Joynes, Tony Chase, Bob Baker & Richard Amner.

1. We discussed property rents and Claire from Urban will compile some information. Form enclosed for completion please. We will ask Rayleigh & Rochford to come in on this too. Business rates are due to increase. Ronas at Ilford offer a free advise service. Jeff Stanton has details.
2. ASDA at Rawreth is opening in November and there are rumours of 24 hour trading. The new Somerfields store has opened in Rochford and now a Sainsbury Express is planned near Rochford Station. Hockley butchers has closed and other shops are empty. Hockley Post Office is not to close.

3. We discussed the latest outbreak of graffiti in Hockley. The Police are monitoring the situation.
4. Parish Clerk Paul Stanley told us about his work for the Council. He urged us to contact him with any suggestions or complaints on 01702 207707. He was asked that the railings be repainted outside Barclays Bank. 

5. Chief Inspector John Walker updated us on the CCTV situation   and Martin Hodson offered to survey Spa Road to advise what was needed. We discussed the pros & cons and the recent Bank raid in Spa Road. 
6. This year the Hockley Lights evening is on Saturday 24th November. The Council have spent a large sum on updating the lights and infrastructure. Our Group has contributed £2000 from our own funds towards this. A varied programme of events is being arranged with Members asked to display posters and distribute flyers. Any other contributors please contact Jeff Stanton. Businesses were urged to stay open on the night. Raffle prizes are needed please.
7. Suggestions are needed of local charities to support this year. 

8. We have £3930 on deposit at Barclays Bank and £876 in current account. Membership subs of £20 are now due. If you have not paid then please send your cheque payable to HCTC to Jeff Stanton soon.

9. We decided not to employ security guards again this year on Halloween as Inspector Walker assured us that all leave is cancelled and there will be a prominent Police presence.

10.  New Member Malcolm Sewell told us of his plan to organise a                 Summer event in Hockley.Probably August Bank Holiday.All contributions welcomed to him.

11. Members were advised to claim rate rebates if their rateable value is below £15000.

12. Jeff Stanton will be attending meetings with Rochford District Council next week. He will be raising several business related topics and reporting back.
13. Membership Officer Keith Randall welcomed our new members to the meeting.

14. Forms are available for free graffiti removal paid for by the Council.

If your business is not yet featured on our website www.hockleybusiness.co.uk then you are losing free valuable publicity. Forms from Jeff Stanton. 

We can’t expect residents to shop locally if we don’t do so ourselves. Please support local business.

We plan to organise another annual dinner early in the New Year. Details follow soon.

There will be another Best Hockley/ Hawkwell Christmas shop window competition with Champagne prize. Judging in December by Shirley James & Barbara Foster.
After our next meeting why not enjoy a meal at the Bull Pub? Foods good.

Suggestions for next meeting topics & speakers to jeff.stanton@wsplc.com please.
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