Our ref: JJS / NLN

18 January, 2007
Mr Paul Warren,
Rochford District Council.

Dear Paul,

Happy New Year and I hope you are well.

I must come straight to the point which is that your three local Chambers of Trade are totally dismayed that some idiot on the Council has apparently approved increases in car park charges without any consultation with the business communities.

As you know after the debacle of two years ago when we received an apology for absence of discussion, we were assured that this could not and would not happen again.So far as I can tell the same officers are in place now as then so obviously someone has made a conscious decision to totally ignore our input. 
We’re all thinking what is the point of our quarterly meetings, if it’s just to enable your staff to tick boxes?

At my next Trader’s meeting I’ve got to report that the increases went through with no discussion with us and that I’ve written this letter. Hardly the best way to encourage my membership into thinking that the Council listens to the business community.

Yours sincerely,

Jeff Stanton, Chairman.
